Coptic word “ti-Agp” meaning “hours” – prayer book of the hours.

1.

2.

3.

Ephesians 5:19, speaking to one another with
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing
and make music from your heart to the Lord,
Colossians 3:16, Let the message of Christ
dwell among you richly as you teach and
admonish one another with all wisdom through
psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit,
singing to God with gratitude in your hearts
1 Corinthians 14:26 Whenever you come
together each of you has a Psalm. – done
during mass before offering of the lamb.

Why 7?
7 times a day as David the psalmist said Psalms 119:164 – “7
times every day I praise you for Your Righteous Laws”.
Also,
Psalm 63:1 You, God, are my God, early I seek you;
Psalm 119:55 - In the night, Lord, I remember your name, that I may
keep your law
Psalm 119:62 - At midnight I rise to give you thanks for your
righteous laws
Psalm 119:148 - My eyes stay open through the watches of the
night, that I may meditate
The number 7 in the Bible resembles perfection.

Examples of set times for prayer
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Daniel ……and three times a day he kneeled on his knees and prayed
and offered thanks before his God just as he had done prior to this.
Daniel 6:11
Acts 3:1 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the
time of prayer—at three in the afternoon,
Acts2:1, When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in
one place
Acts 10:9. About noon the following day as they were on their
journey and approaching the city, Peter went up on the roof to pray
Acts 16:23-26 Paul and Silas praying midnight
Mark 1:35 And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he
went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed
Matthew 14:23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went
up into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was come,
he was there alone.
Luke 6:12 And it came to pass in those days, that he went out into a
mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God
Mathew 26:36 – Jesus praying during the night

1 Corinthians 14:40 “Let all things be done decently and in order”
ØIn

Egypt, they used to pray the full psalms every day, but different
numbering of psalms in varying parts of Egypt.
Ø Early church fathers wanted to put together a unified book, but there
was some disagreement on the number of psalms to be read every hour.
Ø Whilst they were praying for guidance, an angel appeared in their
midst, and started praising the Lord and hymning Psalms. The angel
recited eleven Psalms with a very nice tune, then added certain
individual prayers. Finally, the angel ended his worship by reciting an
additional Psalm. Therefore, the total number of Psalms was determined
to be twelve.
This put an end to the dispute, and the holy fathers concluded that the
matter was settled with divine proclamation. Consequently, the Agpeya
became an ecumenical law to be observed by all the believers.

Introduction - the Lord’s Prayer, the
Prayer of Thanksgiving, and Psalm 50.
Ø Each hour - 12 Psalms,
Ø An excerpt from the Holy Gospel,
Ø Litanies
Ø Lord Have Mercy is then chanted 41 times
Ø Concluding prayer
Ø

}

1st hour - 19
3rd hour - 12
6th hour - 9
9th hour - 10 (116 - 2 parts)
11th hour - 12
12th hour - 12
Midnight – 1 (first service)

}

Total ........75!

}
}
}
}
}
}

}

“first hour” or “Prime,” said at 6 am, said
when we wake up and we commemorate the
eternity of God, resurrection and His
incarnation. Moreover, we admit that he is the
True Light and we pray that he shines in us
and enlightens our being.

}

“third hour” or “Terce,” is said as 9 am and
we commemorate the descent of the Holy
Spirit upon the disciples and pray it works
within us (Acts 2:15). Also commemorate the
trial of our Lord by Pilate (Mark 15:25), and
ascension to heaven.

}

In the “sixth hour” or “Sext,” at 12pm, we
commemorate the Lord’s crucifixion and all
the emotions associated with this event (Luke
23:44). …pray that he delivers us from our
lusts.

}

At the “ninth hour” or “None,”, at 3pm we
commemorate confession of the thief at the
Lord’s right hand, and the Lord’s death on
our behalf (Matthew 27 :46-50)

}

}

At the “eleventh hour” or “Vespers,” at 5
pm, we commemorates taking the body of
the Saviour down from the cross . (John
19:31).
Also, we pray that we
are counted among all the
labourers called at the
11th hour Matthew 20:1-6

}

In the “twelfth hour” or “Compline,”, at 6
pm, we remember death (of our Lord and of
ours), the transient world, and the final
judgment; and how we should get ready for
that day.

}

At midnight (read before midnight praise) we
commemorates the second coming of the Lord
(Matthew 25:6) and what that involves in the way of
vigilance, repentance and tears…
It is broken out into three
services representing the
three times of prayers of
our Lord Jesus at Gethsemane
(Matthew 26:38-46)

}

The Veil –said by monks and bishops,
between 12th and midnight hour.

Benefits
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Duration of prayer
Etiquette
Contains varied prayers
Inspired by the Holy Spirit
Not a long gap before a prayer is said
It reminds us of important events throughout
the day
Gives the Coptic church unique unity

}
}
}

Repetitive
Not taught by our Lord
Distracted by problem / worldly matters

