The Syrophoenician Woman
WHAT CAN I LEARN FROM HER?
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Reading Scripture
v

v
v

The fathers kept the Scriptural interpretation and
theological principles hand in hand.
Where does the relationship between God and man fall?
It is not right to separate what Christ did from what He did
for me – they are not separate entities.

Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

“What are you doing, Paul, making common things your
own, and claiming for yourself what was done on behalf of
the whole world? For he says not “who loved us” but ”who
loved me.”... But Paul speaks in this highly personal voice,
aware of the culpability of human nature and the ineffable
compassion of Christ, aware of what he redeems us from
and what grace he confers upon us. Burning with desire
toward him, he utters this. In just this way did the prophets
often make the universal God their own, crying, “My God,
my God, I invoke you.” He shows that each of us ought to
render as much thanks to Christ as though Christ had come
for him alone. For God would not have withheld this gift
even from one person. He has the same love for every
individual as for the whole world”(St. John Chrysostom,
Homily on Galatians 2.20).

Christ has risen
Truly He is risen

Theological

Language

Historical

Race

Cultural

Devotional

Gender

Life
Experience
Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

FOOD OF BODY
[DELICIOUS J]

FOOD OF MIND
IS KNOWLEDGE

FOOD OF SPIRIT
IS PRAYER

FOOD OF SOUL
IS MUSIC
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v

“Let us exhort God to grant
that, as the word grows in
us, we may receive a rich
broad-mindedness in Christ
Jesus and so be able to
hear the sacred and holy
words” (Origen, Homily on
Jeremiah, 6.3).

Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

v

“Be diligent in reading the divine Scriptures, yes, be diligent…
Knock and the doorkeeper will open unto thee… And be not
content to knock and to enquire, for the most necessary aid to
spiritual truth is prayer. Hence our Savior said not only “knock and
it shall be opened,” and “see and ye shall find,” but “ask and it
shall be given to you” (Origen, from Letter to Gregory).
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Context

So He said to them “Are you thus without
understanding also? Do you not perceive that
whatever enters a man from outside cannot defile
him, because it does not enter his heart but his
stomach, and is eliminated, thus purifying all
foods?” (Mark 7:18-19)

v “But

those things which proceed out of the mouth
come from the heart, and they defile a man. For
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness,
blasphemies. These are the things which defile a
man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not
defile a man” (Matthew 15:18-20).

Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

v

St. Matthew wrote to the
Jews

v

Eusebius reports that St.
Papias preserves a tradition
that St. Matthew wrote his
gospel in Aramaic

v
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Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the
region of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a woman of
Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him,
saying, ”Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My
daughter is severely demon-possessed.” But He answered
her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him,
saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.” But He
answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.” Then she came and
worshiped Him, saying, Lord help me!” But He answered
and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the little dogs.” And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet
even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their
masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O
woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.”
And her daughter was healed from that very hour.

A Gentile With
Great Faith
(Matthew 15:21-28)

Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

A Gentile
Woman Believes
(Mark 7:24-30)

From there He arose and went to the region of Tyre and
Sidon. And He entered a house and wanted no one to
know it, but He could not be hidden. For a woman whose
young daughter had an unclean spirit heard about Him,
and she came and fell at His feet. The woman was a
Greek, a Syro-Phoenician by birth, and she kept asking Him
to cast the demon out of her daughter. But Jesus said to
her, “Let the children be filled first, for it is not good to take
the children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” And
she answered and said to Him, “Yes, Lord, yet even the
little dogs under the table eat from the children’s crumbs.”
Then He said to her, “For this saying go your way; the
demon has gone out of your daughter.” And when she
had come to her house, she found the demon gone out,
and her daughter lying on the bed.
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v

Gentile is goyim in Hebrew;
literally, “nations”

So what?

Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

Some Themes…
v

The Gentiles will bow down to Israel (Isaiah 49:23)

v

The destruction of the Gentiles (Micah 5:14-15)

v

The salvation of the Gentiles (Isaiah 54:1-7)

v

v

The Gentiles are at the eschatological banquet at the end of
times (Isaiah 25:6-8)
The Gentiles are only to be saved through the Jews (Isaiah 49:6)
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WWJD?
v

“I was not sent except for
the lost sheep of Israel”
(Matthew 15:24).

v

“Do not go into the way of
the Gentiles, and do not
enter a city of the
Samaritans. But go rather
to the lost sheep of Israel”
(Matthew 10:5-6).

v

“Many will come from
east and west, and sit
down with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob in the
kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 8:10-13).

v

“The gospel must first be
preached to all the
nations” (Mark 10:10).
Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

v

Tyre was a rural territory north of Galilee;
Jesus never visits but passes by the
surrounding “region”

v

Josephus reveals that there were Jews
who lived in the “country” of Tyre
(Josephus, Wars of the Jews II: 478,588).

v

Jesus “departed”
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“You cast out
demons by
Beelzebub, the
ruler of demons”
(Luke 11:14).

Baal - “lord”

Zebul - “high
places”

Baalzebul – “lord
of the high
places”

Zebub - “flies”

Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

v

This woman did not reside in
Galilee

v

She was able to converse with
our Lord Jesus

v

She must have been a member
of upper class; Tyre itself was a
wealthy city

v

The breadbasket land was
cultivated by the Jews
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v

“Mark says that Jesus was not able to escape
notice after he had come into the house. But
why did he go away to these parts of the region
at all? When he released them from the
observance of food laws, then he finally also
opened a door to the Gentiles as he
proceeded on the road. This anticipates the
similar act of Peter, who first received a
command to put an end to this law and then
was sent to Cornelius” (St. John Chrysostom, The
Gospel of Matthew, Homily 52.1).
Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

The Canaanite
woman is making a
scene, at best

The disciples see
her as a nuisance

This causes them to
intercede on her
behalf, knowingly
or unknowingly

Christ has risen
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v

“Jesus did not say this to accord with the pride of the pharisees or
the arrogance of the scribes but lest he seem to contradict the
instruction He had earlier given: “Go no where among the Gentiles
and enter no town of the Samaritans” [Matthew10:5]. For He was
unwilling to give His detractors an opportunity to accuse Him and
was reserving a fully accomplished salvation for the gentiles at the
time of His passion and resurrection. The disciples, yet unaware of
the mysteries of the Lord or having been moved to mercy,
beseeched the Lord on behalf of the Canaanite woman (whom
the other Evangelist calls a Syrophoenician) or else they wanted to
be rid of this importuning woman, for she repeatedly called upon
Him loudly, not as though He was a kind but an austere physician”
(Jerome, Commentary on Matthew 2.15.23).
Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

v

The concept then comes down to:
there are those who are at the
table, and there are those who are
not

v

“Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs
eat the crumbs which fall from their
masters’ table” (Matthew 15:27).

Christ has risen
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Then Jesus answered and said to her,
“O woman, great is your faith! Let it be
to you as you desire” (Matthew 15:28).

Humility
+
Faith

From a derogatory term to a term of
exaltation

Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

When Would I Have Walked Away?

v

“HE HAS PUT DOWN THE
MIGHTY FROM THEIR THRONES,
AND EXALTED THE LOWLY”
(LUKE 1:52).

Christ has risen
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v

Are some tasks/people beneath me?

v

Am I upset when I am mistreated/not
given recognition?

v

Do I insist on my rights/”rights” or am I able
to give them up?

v
v

“For a day in Your
courts is better than a
thousand.
I would rather be a
doorkeeper in the house of
my God
Than dwell in the tents of
wickedness (Psalm 84:10).”

v

Am I argumentative and always right?
Do I try to demonstrate and broadcast
my achievements? Do I deceive myself by
casually throwing them into conversation?
Am I easily irritated and impatient?

Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

v

“Let not the wise man boast in his
wisdom, nor the powerful man boast in
his power, nor the rich man boast in his
riches [Jeremiah 9:23].” But what is true
boasting? And what makes a person truly
great? He says: “Let him who boasts
boast in this: that he understands and
knows that I am the Lord [Jeremiah
9:24].” This is what truly exalts a person;
this is what truly confers glory and
majesty: to know in truth what is great
and to cling to it, and to seek the glory
which comes from “the Lord of glory [1
Corinthians 2:8; James 2:1].”

(St. Basil the Great, Homily on Humility 3.5).

v

“For

who makes you
differ from
another? And what do you
have that you did not
receive? Now if you did
indeed receive it, why do you
boast as if you had not
received it?”

(1 Corinthians 4:7)

Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

“Humility is the
root, mother,
nurse, foundation,
bond of all virtue”
(St. John
Chrysostom).

v
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v

“To be humble means to consider
ourselves deserving, for our sins, of every
humiliation, injury, persecution, and even
blows; and to be meek means patiently to
endure injustice, abuse, et cetera, and to
pray for our enemies. If you wish to be truly
humble, then consider yourself lower than
all, worthy of being trampled on by all; for
you yourself daily, hourly trample upon the
law of the Lord, and therefore upon the
Lord Himself” (St. John of Kronstadt, My Life
in Christ).

Ⲡⲓⲭⲣⲓⲥⲧⲟⲥ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ
Ϧⲉⲛ ⲟⲩⲙⲉⲑⲙⲏⲓ ⲁϥⲧⲱⲛϥ

Vulnerability
v

v

“Greater love has no one
than this, than to lay down
one’s life for his friends” (John
15:13).
“You number my
wanderings; put my
tears in Your bottle; are
they not in Your book?”
(Psalm 56:8)
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